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Abstrak. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk meneliti: i) peningkatan
kemampuan menulis teks deskriptifsiswa melaluipenerapan teknik
Think-Talk-Writedanii)aspekmenulisyangpalingmeningkat.Penelitian
iniadalahkuasi-eksperimentaldenganone-grouppretest-posttestdesign.
SubjekpenelitianiniadalahsiswakelasXIPA6diSMAAlAzhar3Bandar
Lampungyangterdiriatas34siswa.Datapenelitianinidiperolehmelalui
pre testdan posttest.Kemudian,data tersebutdianalisis dengan
menggunakanPairedSampleT-test.Nilairata-ratayangdiperolehdalam
pretestadalah54.83dannilairata-ratayangdiperolehdalam posttest
adalah64.95.Hasilmenunjukkanbahwapencapaianmuridterhadapskill
menulis deskriptif text meningkat secara statistik dengan level
signifikansi 0.05. Ini menunjukkan bahwa teknik Think-Talk-Write
membantusiswadalam meningkatkankemampuanmenulissiswa.

Abstract.This research was aimed atinvestigating:i)the students’
improvementonwritingdescriptivetextafterthestudentsweretaught
throughThink-Talk-Writetechniqueandii)theaspectofwritingimproves
themost.Thisstudywasquasi-experimentalresearchwithone-group
pretest-posttestdesignofpre-experimentaldesign.Thesubjectofthis
research was class X IPA 6 ofSMA AlAzhar3 BandarLampung
consistingof34students.Thedatawereobtainedfrom thepretestand
posttest.Then,thedatawereanalyzedbyusingPairedSampleT-test.
Theaveragescoreofthepre-testwas54.83andtheaveragescoreofthe
post-testwas64.95.Theresultsshowedthatthestudents’achievement
onwritingdescriptivetextstatisticallyincreasedwiththesignificantlevel
0.05.This suggests thatThink-Talk-Write technique facilitates the
studentstoimprovetheirwritingachievement.
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INTRODUCTION

Itisknownthatspeakingandwritingaredeemedasproductiveskills
sincelearnersneedtoproducelanguagetocommunicatetheirideasin
eitherspeechortext.Whilelisteningandreadingarereceptiveskillssince
learnersneedtoprocessandunderstandlanguagebeingcommunicated
tothem inspokenorwrittenform.Writing,inparticular,playsavitalrolein
thismodernera;thereby,agoodwritingskillhelpsthestudentsachieve
theirgoalsinthefuture,forinstancetoresumably,theywillbeableto;1)
writeareport,2)writeaCVorresume,3)writeabusinessletter,etc.In
linewiththeclarificationabove,CohenandRiel(1989:6)saysthatwriting
is a communicative act,a way ofsharing observation,information,
thoughts,orideaswithourselvesandothersthroughwrittentext.

Broadly,amongthefourskillstaughtinschools,writingisstillconsidered
as a complicated skillforstudents to masterbecause itinvolves a
complexactivityrequiringspecializedskillsthatincludestheabilityto
expressthewriters’opinionsorthoughtsclearlyandefficiently.Thisability
canbeachievedonlyifalearnermasterssometechniquesofwritingsuch
ashow to generatetheideas,how to expressthem in sequenceof
sentences,how toorganizethem chronologicallyandcoherently,how to
review,andhowtorevisethecompositionsuntilthewritingwell-written.

Regardingtothereseacher’sexperienceinTeachersTrainingProgram
(PPL)inSMPN 2NegeriAgung,itwasfoundthatthestudents’writing
achievementwasstilllow.Thiscanbeseenfrom theresultsofstudents’
writingthatoftenconsistedofsomemistakesinvocabulary,grammaruse,
organization,mechanic,andalsotheabilityofthestudentsinexpressing
anddevelopingtheirideas.

In addition,the previous research conducted by Rianto (2010:51-52)
indicatedthatstudentshadsomedifficultiesinwritingclass,suchasto
choosetheappropriatewordstomakeasentence,developthesentence
becomesaparagraph,andelaboratetheirideaswell.Thestudentsalso
werenotabletocomposeinawell-organizedcompositionandalsothey
madeitinapoorlanguageuse.RichardsandRenandya(2002:303)adds
thatthedifficultyofwritingliesnotonlyingeneratingandorganizingthe
ideas,butalsointranslatingideasintoareadabletext.

ThepreviousfactsshouldhaveobligatedEnglishteacherasafacilitatorto
findoutthesolutiontohelpthestudentsintheirefforttobeabletowritea
constructivewriting.Certainly,changingthewayofteachingtechnique
donebytheteacheristhesolution.In fact,therearemanyoptions
availableofteaching techniquescanbeapplied,butusing approprite
technique and relevantwith the students daily activity is the most
necessary.Think-Talk-Writetechniqueisgoodtobechosentosolvesuch
problemsfacedbythestudents.
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ThisstandstoreasonforThink-Talk-Write techniquecanbuildintimefor
thoughtandreflectionandfortheorganizationofideasandthetestingof
those ideas before students are expected to write.The flow of
communication progress from the students engaging in thoughtor
reflectivedialoguewiththemselves,totalkingandsharingideaswithone
another,to writing(HuinkerandLaughlininZulkarnaini,2011:4).This
techniqueoffersthestudentsan opportunityto do somemeaningful
activities.Suyatno (2009:66)states“Think-Talk-Write isstarting with
thinkingthroughreading,theresultofreadingiscommunicatedthrough
presentation,discussion,thenmakingnoteabouttheresultofdiscussion”.

Moreoperationally,therearesomeactivitiesstudentsdoinThink-Talk-
Writetechnique.First,“think”itcanbeseenfrom theprocessofreadinga
textrelatedwiththematerialortheprocessofseeingthepictureabout
somethingbeingdescribed.Next,studentsmakenotesaboutwhatthey
haveseenandread.Thenoteswillberead,explained,anddiscussedin
theirgroup.Wecanmentionthisstepasstudents“talk”activity.After
finishingdiscussingintheirowngroup,thestudentswillpresenttheresult
ofdiscussioninform ofwrittentextindividually.Thisstudents’activityis
called “write”activity.Thistechniqueisappropriateforheterogenous
groupsconsistoffourtofivestudents.Itencouragesthestudentstothink,
talk,thenwriteaparagraphwithacertaintopicortheme.

Thus,in applying this technique,the teacherbecomes the student
participation rate monitoring ofstudents’activity,especially in the
discussion.Itmeansthatthistechniquecangiveadvantagestocreatean
enjoyable and communicative environmentforstudents,so theyare
motivatedinlearning.

Evidently,manystudiesinvolving Think-Talk-Writeresearch havebeen
conductedandshownthatthispracticeiseffectivetoincreasethequality
ofstudents’writing.AstudyconductedbyDhamayanti(2013),forexample,
thesampleofherresearchwastheEighthgradeStudentsofSMPN 1
Petungkriyono Pekalongan.The results showed thatThink-Talk-Write
techniquecanimprovestudents’writingabilityinrecounttext.Another
studywasconductedbySofiyanti(2012),thisstudyappliedquantitative
research by using narrative text in order to know the students’
improvement onwritingskillthroughThink-Talk-Writetechniqueatthe
EightGradeofSMPKalinyamatanJepara.Thefindingofherstudyreveals
thatThink-Talk-Writetechniquecanimprovestudents’writingnarrative
text.

Insummary,thosepreviousstudiesprovethatThink-Talk-Writetechnique
couldbeimplementedinteachingwriting.Thereby,thisresearchapplied
Think-Talk-Writetechniqueinteachingwritingforseniorhighschool.The
researchwasprimarilyaimedatinvestigatingsignificantimprovementon
students’descriptivewritingachievementafterbeingtaughtthroughThink
-Talk-Writetechniqueandtheaspectsimprovesignificantly.
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METHODSOFTHERESEARCH

Aquasi-experimentalresearchwasusedinthisstudy.Incollectingthe
data,aninstructiontomakeawritingessaywasgiven.Certaintopicswere
provided to the students in order to see the students’writing
comprehension achievement. The variables of this research were
independentvariablewhichwasconcernedwiththink-talk-writetechnique
anddependentvariablewhichdealtwiththestudents’writinginform of
descriptivetext.Onegrouppre-testpost-testdesignwasusedinthis
research.Theteachergavethepretestbeforethetreatmentandthepost
testafterthetreatment.Theinstrumentofthisresearchwaswritingtest.
Writingtestwasusedtogainthedataregardingtotheeffectivenessof
think-talk-writetechnique;forthispurpose,thestudentswererequiredto
expresstheirownideainwrittenform.

ThepopulationofthisresearchwasthefirstyearstudentsofSMA Al
Azhar3BandarLampungandthesamplewasclassXIPA6thatconsisted
of34 students.The class as the sample was taken through lottery
technique.In constructing the research,the research procedure went
throughthesefollowingsteps:1)determiningthepopulationandsample,
2)decidingthematerialstobetaughtandtested,3)administeringthepre-
test.4)conducting the treatment,5)administering the post-test,6)
analyzingthedata.Tomeasurethevalidityofthetest,thedatawere
analyzedbyusingcontentvalidityandconstructvalidity.Inordertomeet
thecontentvalidity‒adescriptivetypeoftextsbasedontheSchoolBased
Curriculum‒wasusedinthisresearch.Inaddition,tojudgewhetherthe
constructvaliditywasgoodornot,atableofspecificationbyHeaton
(1991:135)wasparticularlyusedinthisresearch.

Inthisresearch,inter-raterreliabilitywasusedconsistingoftwointer-rater.
TheywereEnglishteachersofSMAAlAzhar3BandarLampungandthe
researcher.Inmeasuringtheachievementofstudents’writing,theresult
ofpretestandposttestwerecomparedbytheresearcher.Immediately,
aftercomparing the results,the data were analyzed through Paired
Samplet-testbyusingStatisticalPackageforSocialScience(SPSS)16.00
inwhichthealternativehypothesisisacceptedandnullhypothesiswas
rejectedbecausethet-valuewashigherthant-table.Furthermore,afterthe
datawasanalyzed,itclearlyshowedthatthereliabilityofthepretestwas
0.974andtheposttestwas0.984.Hence,itcouldbestatedthatthetest
hadaveryhighreliabilitysincethecriteriarangeoftheveryhighreliability
was(0.90–1.000)(HatchandFarhady,1982:247).

RESULTSANDDISCUSSION

Thissectionhastwomajorpointsasfollows:

Results
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Afteradministering pretestand posttest,the results ofpretestwere
comparedwiththeresultsofposttestinordertoanalyzethedifferenceof
students’writingachievementthroughtheimplementationofthink-talk-
writetechnique.Theresultsrevealedthatstudents’writingachievement
improvedfrom 54.83to64.95afterbeingtaughtthroughthink-talk-write
technique.Tablebelow providesstudents’meanscoreofpretestand
posttest.

Table1.PairedSamplesStatistics

Mean N Std.Deviation Std.ErrorMean

Pair1 pretest 54.8322 34 6.71099 1.15093

posttest 64.9549 34 7.24686 1.24283

From thetable1,itcanbenotedthatthestudents’meanscoreofpretest
andposttestwasimprovedabout10pointafterseriesoftreatmentof
teachingwritingthroughthink-talk-writetechniquewasimplemented.To
bemoreconcrete,thehighestscoreofpretestwas70andthehighest
scoreofposttestwasimprovedto77,inwhichthehighestscoregainwas
7.Thelowestscoreofpretestwas44andthelowestscoreofposttest
was52,inwhichthelowestscoregainwas8.

Table2.TheIncreaseofStudentsAchievementofEachAspectofWriting

No AspectsofWriting MeanScore

ofPre-test

MeanScore

ofPost-test

Increase Percentage

1 Content 11.38 13.80 2.42 23.90%

2 Organization 10.85 12.75 1.90 18.76%

3 Vocabulary 10.44 12.44 2.00 19.74%

4 Grammar 11.04 13.30 2.26 22.30%

5 Mechanic 11.11 12.66 1.55 15.30%

Total 54.83 64.95 10.12 100%

Inlinewiththetable2,think-talk-writetechniquecanimprovestudents’
writingachievementinallaspectsofwriting.Thehighestimprovement
wascontentwiththeincreaseamountingto2.42points.Then,grammar
improvedamountingto2.26points,vocabularyimprovedamountingto
2.00points,organizationimprovedamountingto 1.90points,andthe
lowestimprovementwasmechanicwiththeincreaseupto1.55points.
From thedescriptionabove,itcanbeinferred thatthetechniqueapplied
inthisresearch,think-talk-writetechnique,iseffectiveto improvethe
studentswritingachievement,spesificallywritingdescriptivetext.Besides,
theaspectimprovesthemostsignificantiscontent,thenfollowedby
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grammar,vocabulary,organization,andmechanic.

DiscussionoftheResearch

From thedataanalysis,itcanbesaidthatafterbeingtaughtbyThink-Talk-
Writetechnique,thestudentscouldimprovetheirabilityofwritingand
aspectsofwritingsignificantlyregardingtotheresultsofposttest.The
majorimprovementcanbenotedsignificantlyoncontentaspect.Thiswas
reasonablebecauseduring thetreatmentsthestudentswereableto
elaboratetheirideas.Everytreatmentinvolvedthink-talk-writeactivitiesin
whichthestudentswereguidedtothinkanddiscussbeforetheywere
expectedtowrite.Evidently,thinkandtalkactivitieseasethestudentsto
writeapieceofwriting.Incontrast,theminorimprovementhappenedin
aspectofmechanic.In this case,students made little improvement
among otheraspects;in otherwords,the students were stillnot
appropriatelyabletocontrolthemechanicaspect.

Theresultsofthisresearchweresupportedbyseveralpreviousstudies
abouttheimplementationofThink-Talk-Writetechniqueinteachingwriting.
Oneofthem wasastudyconductedbyDhamayanti(2013),thesampleof
herresearchwastheEighthgradeStudentsofSMPN 1Petungkriyono
Pekalongan.The resultshowed thatThink-Talk-Write technique can
improvestudents’writingabilityinrecounttext,especiallyintermsof
organizationaspect.

Furthermore,HuinkerandLaughlin(1996:4)alsopointedoutthatThink-
Talk-Writetechniquecanbuildintimeforthoughtandreflectionandfor
theorganizationofideasandthetestingofthoseideasbeforestudents
areexpectedtowrite.Toputitanotherway,thosethreeactivitiestruly
leadthestudentstogenerateandelaboratetheirideas.Additionally,giving
feedbackinadiscussionsessionalsoeasethestudentstowriteaproduct
ofwriting;spesificallyinthisresearch,writingdescriptivetext.

CONCLUSIONSANDSUGGESTIONS

Thissectionhastwomajorpointsasfollows:

Conclusion

Inlinewiththeresultsofthedataanalysisanddiscussion,thewriter
comestothesefollowingconclusions:

1.Think-Talk-Write technique can significantly improve students’
writingachievementinallaspectsofwriting.Itisbecausethe
studentswerecapabletogetinvolvedactivelyintheprocessof
writingcoveringeachaspectofwriting.Thus,byapplyingThink-
Talk-Writetechniquethestudentshavemorechancetothink;talk;
afterward,produceapieceofwriting.Thiscanbeseenfrom the
resultoftheresearchthatthereisanimprovementonstudents’
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writingachievement,sincetheaveragescoreinpre-testwas54.83
andtheaveragescoreinpost-testwas64.95.

2.Think-Talk-Write technique is effective to develop students’
descriptivewritingabilityineachaspectofwritingwiththehighest
improvement in content aspect,then followed by grammar,
vocabulary,organization,andmechanicaspect.

Suggestions

Inreferencewiththeconclusionabove,somepointsofrecommendation
areputforwardasfollows:

SuggestionsforEnglishTeachersarecitedlikethefollowing;
1. Whenitcomestotalkactivity,itissuggestedfortheteacherto

fullymonitortheclassduringthediscussingsessioninorderto
makethetopicofgroupdiscussionstillinlinewiththematerial.

2.Intalkactivity,itisalsosuggestedfortheteacherstolimitthe
time,sothestudentshavemoretimeinwritingsession.

3.As can be viewed thatmechanic aspectranged the lowest
achievementinthisstudy,itisthenrequireseffectivestrategiesby
teacherstoimprovethisaspects.Forexample,theteacherscan
correctanddiscussmoredeeplyduringtheteachingprocess.

SuggestionsforFurtherResearchersshouldbepresentedasfollows;
1.Inthisresearch,theresearcheronlyfocusedontheincreaseof

students’writingachivementindescriptivetext.Theresearcher
suggestsotherresearcherstofindouttheeffectofThink-Talk-
Writetechniqueinotherkindoftext,suchasprocedure,report,or
hortatoryexpositiontext.

2.ThisresearchwasconductedbyusingThink-Talk-Writetechnique
inseniorhighschool.Thus,thefurther researcher can conduct
this technique fordifferentlevels ofstudents;i.e.foruniversity
level.
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